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SUBJECT: PLA HEROISM AWARDS DOWNPLAY POLITICS 
REF: A) HONG KONG 9751, B) PEKING 1603, C) HONG KONG 9604 

1 . RECENT DECISIONS BY THE CCP MILITARY COMMISSION, THE TOP 
AUTHORITY IN THE PLA HIERARCHY, MAY SIGNAL RESISTANCE TO INVOLVING 
THE PLA IN THE CURRENT POLITICAL STRUGGLE. 

2. NCNA LAST WEEK ANNOUNCED TWO AWARDS ORDERED BY THE MILITARY 
COMMISSION. BOTH GRANTED MODEL UNIT TITLES TO PLA UNITS WHICH 
HAD DISPLAYED HEROISM LAST SUMMER IN FIGHTING FLOODS. THE NEWS 
AGENCY REPORTED AUGUST 25 THAT A RAILWAY CORPS COMPANY HAD 
RECEIVED ONE OF THE AWARDS AT A RECENT RALLY IN PEKING, ATTENDED 
BY THE CORPS' POLITICAL COMMISSAR LU CHENG-TASO. FOUR DAYS 
LATER, NCNA REPORTED A CEREMONY, APPARENTLY IN HONAN, TO 
HONOR A BATTALION SUBORDINATE TO THE WUHAN MILITARY REGION; 

IT WAS ATTENDED BY MR COMMANDER YANG TEH-CHIH, POLITICAL 
COMMISSAR WANG PING, AND HONAN PARTY FIRST SECRETARY LIU 
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MADE STILL ANOTHER FLOOD-FIGHTING AWARD (REF C). 

3. APART FROM JOINING IN THE CONTRATULATIONS ON CHINA'S 
AUGUST 30 SATELLITE LAUNCH, THE COMMISSION S ONLY RECENT 
PUBLIC ACTS ARE THESE THREE AWARDS EMPHASIZING THE VIRTUES OF 
DISCIPLINE AND HEROISM. THIS SERIES OF AWARDS, ALONG WITH THE 
ALMOST CONSTANT PUBLICITY BEING ACCORDED PLA HEROISM IN 
EARTHQUAKE RELIEF WORK (REF B), PRESENT AN IMAGE OF A PLA THAT 
SERVES CHINA WELL, AND IS NEEDED, IN DOMESTIC TASKS OTHER THAN 
POLITICS. SUCH IMAGE-BUILDING JUST NOW MAY REFLECT, AS MUCH 
AS ANYTHING ELSE, THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP'S CONCERN TO KEEP THE 
PLA "ABOVE THE BATTLE" AND HENCE IN A BETTER POSITION TO SAFE- 
GUARD A PEACEFUL POLITICAL SUCCESSION SHOULD FACTIONALISM 
INTENSIFY IN THE COMING MONTHS. 
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